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AMENDMENTS IN T HF^ n.ATiVTS 

1. (cuirently amended) A method m a network of data processing systems for optUtuzing 
the efficiency with which a serial electroBic pubhcation is distributed to subscribers, said method 
comprising: 

electronically transmitting a first issue of a serial electronic pubhcation to a receiving 
device of a subscribe r, wherein said step of transmittmg said first issue comprises trgmgmiftinp^ i> 
hypertext transfer protocol rHTTP> cookie to said subscriber with said fir^ issue: 

determining whether said &st issue has been received and opened by [[by]] a user of tbe 
subscriber's receiving devic e, wherein said step of determining whether said first issue has been 
opened comprises receiving a status update fiom said client data processing system indicatins 
that said jSrst issue has been opened by a user of the data processing system, and wherein said 
status update is a cookie response fl-om said subscriber indicating that client software has been 
utilized to open said first issue: and 

electronically transroitting a second issue of said serial electronic publication to said 
^bscriber only after detemiining that said first issue hais been opened. 

2. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 ^ wherein: 

said step of electronically transmitting said issue comprises electronically transmitting 
said issue to a cHent data processing system associated with said subscribert^d 

said step of determi nin g -whodior smi- fi r Gt ios uo has bocin opened comprioco reooi^ing a 
status update fi-om ooid cUcnt data processing system indicating that said first issu e has been 
open e d by a us c a: of tho data processing syfltcm . 

3 . (previously presejited) The method of claim 2; wherein: 

said method fuxtiter comprises storing a subscriber status in accordance with said status 
update, in response to receiving said status update fix>m said client; and 

said step of determining whether said first issue has been opened is performed with 
reference to said subscribe status, such that said subscriber status enables said determination to 
be performed without communicating with said subscriber after said first issue has bean 
transmitted. 
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AMENDMENTS IN THE CLAIMS 

1. (currently amended) A method in a network of data processing systems for optinii2dng 
the efficiency with which a serial electronic publication is distributed to subscribers, said method 
comprising: 

electronically transmitting a first issue of a serial electronic pubKcation to a recaving 
device of a subscribe r, wherein said step of transmitting said first issue comprises transmitting a 
hypertext transfer protocol fHTTP> cookie to said subscriber with said first issue; 

determining whether said first issue has been received and opened by [[by]] a user of the 
subscriber's receiving devic e^ wherein said step of detennining whet her said first issue has been 
opened comprises receiving a status update from said cl ient data processing system indicating 
that said first issue has been opened bv a user of the dat a processing svstem, and whereiii said 
status update is a cookie response from said subscriber in dicatmg that client software has been 
utilized to open said first issue: and 

electronically transmitting a second issue df '§aid serial electronic publication to said 
subscriber only after determining that said first issue has been opened. 

2. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein: 

said step of electronically transmitting said issue comprises electronically tranOTaitting 
said issue to a client data processing system associated with said subscriber^aad 

c a id a t cp n f dntnrmininr wh nt h f^ - nnid firnt iFini^'-^ ^^^ npfvnnrl PJimprinon rGGcivinp a 
status updixto from caid client data proceestng cyct e m indicating that paid first issu e has b e^ 
opened by a us e r of the data processing syst e m ; 

3 . (previously presented) The method of claim 2, wherein: 

said method finther comprises storing a subscriber status in accordance with said status 
update, in response to receiving said status update fit)nl said client; and 

said step of determining whether said first issue has been opened is performed with 
reference to said subscriber status, such that said subscriber status enables said determination to 
be performed without communicating with said subscriber after said first issue has been 
transmitted. 
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4. (previously presented) The raelhodofclaim 3, wherein: 

said method further coxnprises deteiramijas that a publication time for iijitiatmg 
distribution of an issue of said serial electronic publication has been reached; and 

said step of determining whether said first issue has been opened is performed in 
response to said determination that said publication timb has been reached. 

5. (canceled) 

6. (previously presented) The metihod of claim 3, wherem said step of receiving said status 
ijpdate comprises receiving, at a server data processing system, a hypertext transfer protocol 
(HTTP) function for storii^ said subscriber status. 

7. (previously presented) The method of claim 2; further comprising: 

determining that a publication time for initiating distribution of an issue of said serial 
electronic publication has beenieached; and ' - 

automatically transmitting a status request fei 'said subscriber in response to said 
determination that said publication time has been reached; 

wherein said step of receiving said status update comprises receiving, from said 
subscriber, a status reply that corresponds to said status request and comprises said status update, 

8. (currently amended) A data processing system with facilities for transmitting a serial 
electronic publication to subscribers efficiently, said data processing system comprising: 

a push engiae that electronically transmits a first issue of a serial electronic pubhcation to 
a receiving device of a subscribe r, wherein said push engine tran gmitfl a h ypertext transfer 

protocol (HT TP'i cookie to said subscriber with said first issue; 

I ■ ... 

a server data processing system that includes an input module that receives a status 
update from said subscriber: and 

a status manager that deteiroines whether said first issue has been received and opened by 
a user of said subscriber's receiving device, and that allows said push engine to transmit a second 
issue to said subscriber only after determining that said first issue has been opene d, wherein said 
status manager detemiines whether said first issue has been opened bv referencing said status 
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update^ wherein further said status update comprises a cookie response received from said 
suhscriber and said cookie response corresponds to. said hi"i±* cookie and indicates that client 
software has been utilized to open said jSrst issue . 

9. (currently amended) The data processing systeiqni of claim 8, wh^eiu: 

anid data processing syst e m compris e s a serv e r data processing sygtem; 

said push engitie transmits said first issue to said subscriber by transmitting said jSrst 
issue to a client data processing system associated with said subscriber; 

Doid Qor^^'or data prooesstug syatcm - inoludoa-an iqput module that roooivoo a status updat e 
from said subscrib e r; and 

said status manag e r det e nnin e s whether said first, issu e has b e en op e n e d by r e f e rencing 
Goid-ptatus i^at e. ' ; 

1 0 - (previously presented) The data processing system of claim 9, wherein: 

said server data processing system comprises storage for storing a subscriber status that 

corresponds to said status update ia response to receipt of said status update; and 

said push en^e determines whether said'first issue has been opened by reference to said 

subscriber status, such that said subscriber status enables said determination to be performed 

without communicating with said subscriber after said first issue has been transmitted, 

1 1 . (previously presented) The data processing system of claim 1 0, wherein: 

said server data processing system includes a tiij^ea: that indicates when a publication time 
for initiating distribution of an issue of said serial electxbmc pubUcation has been reached; and 

said push engine detennities whether said first issue has been opened in response to said 
indication of said timer. 

12. (canceled) 

13. (previously presented) The data processing system of claim 10, wherein said status 
update comprises a hypatext transfer protocol (HTTP) function, received at said server data 
processing system, for storing said subscriber status at said server data processing system, 
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14, (previously presented) The data processing system of claim 9, wherein: 

said server data processing system includes a tiaoier that indicates when a pubhcation time 
for initiating distribution of an issue of said serial eleictronic pubhcation has been reached; 

said status manager automatically transmits a status request to said subscriber in response 
to said indication of said timer; 

said input modxile receives a status reply jfrom said subscriber that corresponds to said 
status request; and 

said status reply comprises, said status update. 

15, (currently amended) A program product for efficiently transmitting a serial electronic 
publication from a setver data processing system fo subscribers, said program product 
comprising: 

a push engine that electronically transmits a fir^t issue of a serial electronic publication 
from a server data processing system to a receiving device of a subscribe r, wherein said push 
engine transmits a hypertext transfer protocol flHTTP) cookie to said subscriber with said first 
issue: 

an input module that receives a status update from said subscriber: and 
a status manager that determines whether said first issue has been opened by said 
subscriber at said receiving device by refgrence'to said status update, and that allows said push 
engine to transmit a second issue to said subscriber only after deteraiining that said first issue has 
been received and opened , wherein said status update comprises a cookie response received firom 
said subscriber, and said cookie response couesrionds to said HTTP cookie and mdicates that 
client software has been utilized to open said first issue : and 

a computer usable medium encoding said push engin e, input module, and said status 
manager. 

1 6, (currently amended) The program product of claim 1 5, wh^ein: 

said push engine transmits said first issue to said subscriber by Ixansmitting said first 
issue to a cEent data processing system associated with said subsqriber[[;]] 

ga i d computor uoablo medium aico enood e c an input module that r e ceivca a atatuc iq)dato 
fit)m ooid gubDcribar; and 
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said statUG matiager d e tetminos whether said first issue hag b e en op e ned by roforctacc to 
ooid otattiG update . 

17. (previously presented) The program product of claim 16, whereia: 

said computer usable medium also encodes instructions for allocating storage in said 
server data processing system for storing a subscriber status that corresponds to said status 
update; 

said status manager stores said subscriber status in said storage in response to receipt of 
said status update; and 

said push engine determines whether said first issue has been opened by reference to said 
subscriber status, such that said subscriber status enables said determination to be performed 
witiiout communicating with said subscriber after said iBist issue has been transmitted, 

18. (previously presented) The program product of claim 1 7, wherein: 

$aid server data processing system includes atirner that indicates when a pubhcation time 
for initiating distribution of an issue of said serial' electrdnic publication has been reached; and 

said push engine determines whether said firkt 'issue has been opened in response to said ^ 
indication of said timer. 

19. (canceled) 

20- (previously presented) The program product of claim 17, wherein said status update 
comprises a hypertext transfer protocol (HTTP) funbtioii, received at said server data processing 
system, for storing said subscriber status at said server data processing system. 

21. (previously presented) The program product oJE" claim 20, wherein; 

said server data processing system includes a tiinex that indicates when a publication time 
for initiattng distribution of an issue of said serial electronic pubhcation has been reached; 

said status manager automatically txajoismits a status request to said subscriber in response 
to said indication of said timer; 
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said input module receives a status reply from said subscriber that corresponds to said 
status request; and 

said status reply comprises said status update. • 
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